The latest news…

1. Engaging
Pain
Anger

#3 If there is a God, why does he allow
suffering?

2. Responding

2. Responding

Pastoral

Pastoral
Philosophical

All-loving God + suffering = NOT all-powerful God
All-powerful God + suffering = NOT all-loving God
BUT…
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Free will

2. Responding
‘significant moral freedom requires the ability of
choosing evil.’
(Gregory Ganssle)

Pastoral
Philosophical

Free will
Greater good

‘You intended to harm me, but God intended it for
good to accomplish what is now being done, the
saving of many lives.’
(Genesis 50:20)

‘And we know that in all things God works for the
good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.’
(Romans 8:28)

2. Responding

2. Responding

Pastoral

Pastoral

Philosophical

Philosophical

Free will
Greater good
Don’t know

‘Could there really be any such thing as horrifying
wickedness [if there was no God and we just evolved]? I
don’t see how… A [secular] way of looking at the world
has no place for genuine moral obligation of any sort…
and thus no way to say there is such a thing as genuine
and appalling wickedness. Accordingly, if you think there
really is such a thing as horrifying wickedness… then you
have a powerful… argument [for the reality of God]?’
(Alvin Plantinga)

A-theological

‘My argument against God was that the universe
seemed so cruel and unjust. But how had I got this
idea of “just” and “unjust”?… What was I comparing
this universe with when I called it unjust?’
(C.S. Lewis)
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Sin

Our fault…

3. Listening
‘sin entered the world through one man, and death
through sin, and in this way death came to all people,
because all sinned’
(Romans 5:12)
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…not our fault
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Our fault…
…not our fault

‘15 … we do not have a high priest who is unable to
empathise with our weaknesses, but we have one who
has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did
not sin. Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find
grace to help us in our time of need.’
(Hebrews 4:15-16)

‘1 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?” 2 “Neither this man
nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so
that the works of God might be displayed in him.’
(John 9:1-2)

3. Listening
Sin

Our fault…
…not our fault

Hope

Life
Death

Our fault…
…not our fault

Life

‘9 But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the
angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honour
because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he
might taste death for everyone. 10 In bringing many sons
and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom
and through whom everything exists, should make the
pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered.
(Hebrews 2:9-10)
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Resurrection

‘1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was
no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.…’

With or
without him?

3. Listening
‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead…’
(1 Peter 1:3)

‘… 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people,
and he will dwell with them. They will be his people,
and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4
‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be
no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the
old order of things has passed away.”’
(Revelation 21:1-4)
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