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When written Earliest copy
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No. of copies

New Testament

AD 40-100

AD 125

25 years

Over 24,000
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100-44 BC
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1200 years
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2. Responding
Biographical test
Internal evidence test

‘“Christus…as put to death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of
Judea in the reign of Tiberias’.
(Tacitus, Roman historian, AD 52)

Biographical test
Internal evidence test

‘“I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied.
“What I am saying is true and reasonable. 26 The king is
familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I
am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice,
because it was not done in a corner.’
(Acts 26:25-26)

‘Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call Him a man, for He
was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher… He was the
Christ, and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal
men among us, had condemned Him to the cross, those
that loved Him at the first did not forsake Him; for He
appeared to them alive again in the third day’
(Josephus, Jewish historian, AD 37)

‘1 That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim
concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have
seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal
life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.
(1 John 1:1-2)
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‘the whole of their guilt, or their error, was that they were
in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was
light, when they sang in alternate verse a hymn to Christ
as to a god, and bound themselves to a solemn oath, not
to any wicked deeds…’
(Pliny, Governor in Asia Minor, AD 112)

‘There exists no document from the ancient world
witnesses by so excellent a set of textual and historical
testimonies and offering so superb an array of historical
data on which an intelligent decision may be made. An
honest [person] cannot dismiss a source of this kind.
Skepticism regarding the historical credentials of
Christianity is based upon an irrational bias.’
(Dr Clark Pinnock)

3. Listening
Inspired by God
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‘20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of
Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation
of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the
human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God
as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.’
(2 Peter 1:20-21)

‘1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the
things that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they
were handed down to us by those who from the first were
eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind,
since I myself have carefully investigated everything from
the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account
for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may
know the certainty of the things you have been taught.
(Luke 1:1-4)
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3. Listening
Inspired by God
Written by humans
Centred on Jesus
Food for the soul

‘7 The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul. The
statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the
simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy
to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant,
giving light to the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever. The decrees of the LORD are firm, and
all of them are righteous. 10 They are more precious than
gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey,
than honey from the honeycomb. 11 By them your
servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
(Psalm 19:7-11)
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