
Com plete these question BEFORE your 

Grow th Group m eets and then use your 

answ ers in discussion. 

1 Corinthians 9:1-23 

Free to be a  slave! 

TO PONDER:   

W hen do you fi nd  yourself w an t ing  to cla im  your righ t s? 

W hen do you fi nd  yourself w an t ing  to cla im  your righ t s w it h in  our church  fam ily? 

Paul con t inues h is response to the Corin th ians quest ions about  eat ing  food  sacrifi ced  to idols. Th is chapter 

m igh t  appear to be a d iversion , bu t ... 

Read 1 Corinthians 9:1-12a  

Paul defends h is m in ist ry against  those w ho sit  in  judgem ent  on  h im . 

P u t  in  yo u r ow n  w o rd s  t h e  c rit ic ism s  t h a t  m ig h t  h a ve  b e e n  le ve lle d  a g a in s t  P a u l. 

P u t  in  yo u r ow n  w o rd s  P a u l's  d e fe n ce  o f h is  m in is t ry. 

W h a t  le sso n s  a re  t h e re  fo r u s  in  t h e se  ve rse s?  

Read 1 Corinthians 9:12b-18 

How  a re  t h e se  ve rse s  su rp ris in g ?  



Fro m  w h a t  yo u  kn ow  o f t h e  life  s to ry o f P a u l h ow  m ig h t  yo u  e xp la in  h is  p a ss io n  to  p re a ch  t h e  

g o sp e l?  

How  d o  yo u  re sp o n d  to  P a u l's  p a ss io n ?  

Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

W h a t  is  a s to n ish in g  a b o u t  v19?  

W h a t  is  fa m ilia r a b o u t  v19?  (c f 11.1) 

W h a t  d o  yo u  t h in k  P a u l m e a n s  e a ch  t im e  h e  w rit e s , "I b e c a m e  like ..." 

"Pau l w as so changeab le he clea rly had  no unchang ing  convict ions."  W h a t  d o  yo u  t h in k?  

W h a t  m ig h t  fo llow in g  P a u l's ' e xa m p le  h e re  lo o k  like  in  yo u r life?  (b e  p ra c t ic a l & sp e c ifi c) 

How  w a s  P a u l fo llow in g  t h e  e xa m p le  o f Ch ris t  J e su s?  

How  w o u ld  yo u  re sp o n d  to  t h e  id e a  t h a t  Ch p  9  is  a  d ive rs io n  fro m  w h a t  P a u l t a u g h t  in  Ch p  8 ?   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

W hat  quest ions do you have f rom  th is passage? 

* P ra y a b o u t  t h e  is su e s  Go d 's  Sp irit  h a s  ra ise d  in  h is  W o rd  in  t h is  p a ssa g e .


