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In these studies we’re returning to John’s gospel to be built up & spurred on as followers of 

Jesus - the Christ, the Son of God, the one who gives life. 

for starters  

Do you think people are generally sympathetic or unsympathetic towards Christians?  Is this treatment fair?  Do 

you think Christians are treated differently to any other group of people? 

 

read John 15.18-25 

 Why & how does the world hate followers of Jesus?  What do you think this looked like for early Christian 
believers?  What do you think this looks like today? 

 

 

 Those who hate followers of Jesus are guilty of what sin? 

 

 

 Why is this sin without excuse? 

 

 

read John 15.26-7 

 In your own words talk about the complementary relationships (on view here) that exist within God – 
Father, Son and Spirit. 

 

 

discussion guide 
John chapter 15.18-16.4 

 

hate  
 

If you are using this study in a growth group 
PLEASE love your leader & the other members of 
your group by PREPARING before you gather. 
 
(you can download the talk from alburychurch.org.au) 
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 What is the clear role of the Holy Spirit?  How does this continue what John has already said about the 
role of the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

 What does the work of the Holy Spirit equip people to do?  What is therefore the true mark of someone 
who has the Holy Spirit? (c.f. 1 Cor 12.1-3) 

 

 

read John 16.1-4 

 Why did Jesus tell these things to his disciples? 

 

 

 What did Jesus say would help the disciples ‘not go astray’ (c.f. John 15.1-17 - remain in Him) even when 

hated?  How do you think this works? 

 

 

Application: 

John wrote his book, including chapter 15&16, so that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.  (John 20.24-31). 
 

 What does chapter 15.18-16.4 teach about the kingship of Jesus? 

 

 

 At APC we delight in gathering as God’s family to worship him, hearing and responding to his Word.  We 
gather to encourage one another to grow as followers of Jesus.  In our gathering we anticipate the 
eternal gathering before the throne of God as a great multitude from every tribe, people, language and 
nation saved by Christ Jesus.  Discuss the importance of this core value in the light of John 15.18-16.4 

 
 
 

 

 John helps us to understand why people are generally unsympathetic towards Christians.  In fact, we can 
expect to be treated unfairly and hated!  What might the level of hatred we do (or don’t) face say about 
our level of following Jesus?  How is John 15.18-16.4 helpful to you and your resolve?  

 
 
 
Pray!   


