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In these studies we’re returning to John’s gospel to be built up & spurred on as followers of 

Jesus - the Christ, the Son of God, the one who gives life. 

for starters  

Dr Gary Chapman has made famous ‘5 love languages’.  These are – words of affirmation | quality time | 

receiving gifts | acts of service | physical touch.  Which do you think is your favourite love language?  

Discuss what you think is the greatest expression of love. 

 

read John 13.1-17 

 What did Jesus know? (v1-3)  

 

 What did Jesus do? (v4-5) 

 

 What did this show? (v1) 

 

 Read verses 3&4 again.  The word ‘so’ at the beginning of verse 4 presents an unexpected logical flow.  

What would you normally expect of someone who has all power?  What does the example of Jesus say 

power is really for? 

 

 Through the interaction with Peter it becomes obvious Jesus intends the washing of his disciples’ feet to 

be symbolic.  What is the real meaning behind the washing of feet?  Why is it significant that Jesus refers 

to himself at this time as ‘Teacher’? (cf. John 15.3) 

 

 

discussion guide 
John chapter 13 

 

the very nature of a 
servant 

 

If you are using this study in a growth group 
PLEASE love your leader & the other members of 
your group by PREPARING before you gather. 
 
(you can download the talk from alburychurch.org.au) 
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read John 13.18-30 

 Read Psalm 41: Discuss why Jesus would quote Psalm 41 in this context and what consolation he might 

have found from this scripture. 

 

 Why did Jesus forewarn his disciples about his betrayal? (v19) 

 

 What might the disciples have been feeling at this time?  Given the events that follow, what is all the 

more amazing about Jesus washing his disciples’ feet?  

 

read John 13.31-38 

 What did Jesus predict? (v31-33) 

 

 What did Jesus command? (v34-35) 

 

 Through the interaction with Peter it becomes obvious that following Jesus demands an extreme 

response.  What is it, and what is the alternative? (36-38 cf. 12.23-26) 

 

Application: 

John wrote his book, including chapter 13, so that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.  (John 20.24-31).  Chapter 13 gives particular insight into Jesus as 
the ‘servant king’.   

 Share how you feel in response to knowing that Jesus is the Servant King.  What then will life look if it’s 
lived in his name? 

 

 Discuss what it will look like to obey Jesus’ words ‘do as I have done for you’ (v15 & 17) & ‘love one 
another’ (v34-35) remembering that the washing of his disciples feet was symbolic of Jesus  ‘washing’ 
people ‘clean’ by his word. 

  

 Discuss the real temptation of disowning Jesus in the face of opposition.  What in chapter 13 encourages 
you & gives you confidence to lay down your own life & courageously speak up for Jesus? 

 
  

 Share how the five love languages help you reflect with wonder and awe at the greatest ever expression 
of love in the life and death of Jesus. 

 
 
 
Pray!  Thank God for revealing Jesus to you as the Servant Christ, the Son of God.  Thank God for his promise of 
life in Jesus’ name.  Pray that God might help you to obey Jesus and truly love others as you courageously speak 
up for Jesus. 


