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In these studies we’re returning to John’s gospel to be built up & spurred on as followers of 

Jesus - the Christ, the Son of God, the one who gives life. 

for starters  

Life to the full is often thought about in terms of gaining power, position & pleasure.  Discuss your 

experience of these things good and bad.  Do you think there is more to life than what these things 

promise? 

 

read John 12.1-11 

 Discuss the contrast between Mary and Judas.  What does each response reveal about their heart 

attitude? 

 

 Why was Jesus to be anointed with oil? 

 

 Discuss why there’s a stark contrast in the response to the resurrection of Lazarus. 

 

 

read John 12.12-19 

 Hosanna means ‘Save!’  Read Psalm 118.25-29.  What Old Testament expectation was the crowd seeing 

fulfilled? 

 

 

 What do you think is the expectation of the crowds who flock to Jesus? 

 

discussion guide 
John chapter 12 

 

dying for life 
 

If you are using this study in a growth group 
PLEASE love your leader & the other members of 
your group by PREPARING before you gather. 
 
(you can download the talk from alburychurch.org.au) 
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read John 12.20-36 

 Why might John highlight that Greeks came to Jesus? 

 

 What did Jesus predict about his death? 

 

 What, according to the Law (Psalm 16), will prove that Jesus is the Christ? 

 

read John 12.37-50 

 In spite of all he did, people not believe in Jesus.  Why? 

 

 What is the terrible mistake behind not publicly confessing Jesus? 

 

 What are the only two possible ways to live in response to Jesus and his words?  What’s the outcome for 

each? 

  

Application: 

 John wrote his book, including chapter 12, so that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name.  (John 20.24-31). 

o What in particular from chapter 12 helps you to believe this? 
 
 
 
 

 Discuss 
o In practical terms it will look like to believe Jesus’ words ‘The man who loves his life will lose it, 

while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life’ (John 12.25). 
o How you might be tempted to make the terrible mistake of verse 43.  Encourage each with 

practical ideas about not falling into this temptation. 

 
 
 
 
 
Pray!  Thank God for revealing Jesus to you as the Christ, the Son of God.  Thank God for his promise of life in 
Jesus’ name.  Pray that God might glorify himself in your life, especially as you seek to follow Jesus & tell of his 
mighty deeds. 


