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In these studies we’re returning to John’s gospel to be built up & spurred on as followers of 

Jesus - the Christ, the Son of God, the one who gives life. 

for starters  

Discuss whether or not you think there is any purpose or plan to the sickness & death we experience.  If so 

what might that purpose & plan be?  What do you expect of God/Jesus in times of sickness & death? 

 

read John 11.1-16 

 Discuss what is surprising & unexpected in the happenings of verses 1-6? 

 

 What is God’s revealed plan & purpose for the events of this story? 

 

 Jesus sees his mission as ‘clear as day’ but the disciples are ‘in the dark’.  In what ways do you sympathise 

with the disciples?   

 

 What do you think Jesus meant by v15? 

 

 

read John 11.17-37 

 Discuss the relationship Mary, Martha & Lazarus had with Jesus.  What expectations of Jesus did Mary 

and Martha have that Jesus did not meet? 

 

 

discussion guide 
John chapter 11 

 

What’s going on? 
 

If you are using this study in a growth group 
PLEASE love your leader & the other members of 
your group by PREPARING before you gather. 
 
you can download the talk from alburychurch.org.au 
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 Why is Martha’s statement of belief exceptional & instructive?  What does this belief mean for you? 

 

 What’s the one thing the death of Lazarus couldn’t mean about Jesus’ feelings, thoughts & intentions 

toward Lazarus, Mary & Martha? 

 

read John 11.38-54 

 Familiarity with this story could rob you of its power instead help each other be amazed by verses 38-44! 

 

 How is God’s purpose and plan for the events of this story fulfilled?  What does it mean to believe that 

God the Father sent Jesus (cf. John 3.16-21)?  

 

 The prophecy from Caiaphas is ambiguous?  How did the Pharisees think the death of Jesus would ‘save’ 

Israel?  How would the death of Jesus actually fulfil the plan and purpose of God to save his people?   

 

Application: 

 John wrote his book, including the account of the resurrection of Lazarus, so that we might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  Read John 20.24-31. 

o How does the resurrection of Lazarus help you to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God? 
 
 

o Because of the resurrection of Jesus what is the promise for us who did not see but still believe? 
 
 

 Discuss 
o the tension(s) you feel in the face of sickness & death whilst also knowing that Jesus is ‘the 

resurrection and the life’.  
o the danger in overvaluing immediate healing while undervaluing the promise of eternal 

resurrection life in the new creation. 

How does John 11 help you to have right expectations in the face of sickness & death?  What is the 
Christian focus during such times? 

 
 
 

 Share together helpful hints about how to speak to one another & outsiders about the resurrection.  
(Warning in John 11 some people respond with irrational & extreme evil to the good news of resurrection!) 

 
 
 
 
Pray!  Thank God for revealing Jesus to you as the Christ, the Son of God.  Thank God for his promise of life in 
Jesus’ name.  Ask for opportunities to encourage and evangelise with the incredible news of the resurrection.  


