
the account of (Terah) Abraham* 

*there’s a clue that the author of Genesis wrote his story in distinct sections.  Each new section begins with what is called the ‘toledot heading’ that is translated in the NIV 

Bible as ‘this is the account of....’ (cf. Gen 2.4, 5.1, 6.9, 10.1, 11.10, 11.27, 25.12, 25.19, 36.1/9, 37.2).  The section this series covers begins at Gen 11.27 and proceeds to 

25.11.  

the creator, the promise and a believer... 

 

warming up 

what makes you want to trust a promise? 

 

what things make you reluctant to trust a promise? 

 

looking back - have a quick refresh on Genesis chapters 1-11...  

taking a bird’s eye view what pattern has emerged in the stories so far? 

 

read Gen 9.18-27 and then look at Gen 11.10-26 – why is Terah’s family special? 

 

today’s bible - old testament - read Gen 11.27-32 

where was the family headed? 

 

what makes Sarai standout?  

 

who are the surviving family members in the story and what are their 

relationships? 

 

read Gen 12.1-9 

what are the key elements to the promise to Abram? 

 

how does God’s promise continue his plan and reverse the disobediences of 

Gen 1-11? 

 

did Abram believe the promise? 

 

what are some reasons Abram should or shouldn’t believe God’s promise?  

read Gen 12.10-20 

how did Abram put the promise in jeopardy? 

 

who made sure the promise remained in place?  how? 

  

how does today’s story remind you of the pattern established in Gen chps 1-11? 

 

looking forward 

new testament – read Hebrews 11.8-10 

what good thing had Abram done? 

 

read Romans 4.1-3 

the Bible tells stories about Abram that show he wasn’t morally perfect, even 

by Egyptian standards!!  how is it that God can declare Abram ‘righteous’? 

 

wrapping up 

read Romans 4.20-25 

how are you declared ‘righteous’? 

 

do you think your decisions and actions can jeopardise God’s promise? 

 

 when are you most tempted to stop believing God’s promise? 

 

why can you believe God’s promise? 

 

 

 Pray: thank God that he declares you righteous because you believe his 

promise.  


