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Slide 1 - title slide 
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Before we start today, let’s pray 

Father, you are great and good, please help us 
to understand all that you have done for us 
today and change our lives to serve you.  
In Jesus name 
Amen  

Slide 2 - intro slide  
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I’m free to do what I want any old time, cause 
I’m free  

So sung the soup dragons in their 1990 hit “I’m 
free” It was a cover of a 1965 Rolling Stones 
song.  

I had the song on cassette tape, and I listened 
to it all the time  

It captured the boundless optimism of the early 
90’s, the Berlin Wall had been torn down the 
year before, ending the cold war,  

The Western world at least was getting richer, 
abundant choice and happiness seemed to be 
everywhere 

Of course the rest of the 90’s and the early 
thousands put a bit of a dint in the freedom 
that the soup dragons sang about 
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• 500 000 people were killed in a genocide in 
Rwanda 

• The US invaded Iraq twice  
• The internet was invented  

The soup dragons sung of freedom in 1990 at 
the very beginning of my schooling life, I was in 
year one  

Near the end of my schooling life in 2001 my 
HSC year, terrorists flew aeroplanes into the 
world trade centre, plunging the world into 2 
decades of terror  

PAUSE 

Are we really free to do whatever we want?  

I mean even in 1990 I wasn’t free to do what 
ever I wanted, recess was always too short  
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In 2001 I wasn’t free to do whatever I wanted, 
my parents said I could only sit around at home 
if I paid them for the privilege  

I’m even less free now, I mean I love my kids, 
but apparently children need to eat  

PAUSE 

Which the begs the question, what is freedom 
anyway?  

Is freedom to do what I want any old time, 
cause I’m free… even that good?  

Does it even work?  

And if this freedom is impossible to get, or 
never really going to work very well, 
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Is there a kind of freedom thats better, and 
longer lasting and achievable?  

PAUSE 

Well, the answer that our passage gives today 
is YES 

YES, there is a good, long-lasting, achievable 
freedom 

A freedom that even exists in the messy world 
that the soup dragons fervently wished didn’t 
happen 

Our passage today is going to show us that we 
have a perfect freedom in Jesus  

A freedom that Jesus won through his 
sacrificial love on the cross.  
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PAUSE  

Slide 3 - map 

Before we look at the details, let’s remind 
ourselves of the context a bit,  

This is a letter written to the people of Galatia, 
a roman province that’s now Turkey  

Paul visited there on his first missionary 
Journey  

But since then some false teachers have 
infiltrated the church there and have thrown 
everyone into great confusion  

This is a letter written to a group of people who 
need to understand the gospel and live it out.  
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You can see that captured in the key verse of 
Galatians  

Slide 4 - bible verse  

Galatians 2.20 

READ Galatians 2.20  

Today the life that we live with Christ in us is a 
life of perfect freedom.  

So we’ll look together at the two halves of 
Paul’s argument and then draw out some 
implications  

So we’re at point one on your outlines now.  

Slide 5 - point one slide 

1. Promise 
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One of the features of the false teaching that 
had been leading the Galatians astray was a call 
from the some jews to obey parts of the Old 
Testament law  

We saw a couple of weeks ago from chapter 4 
verse 17 that the false teachers have been 
whipping the people up into zealous support of 
them, taking them away from Jesus  

And they’ve given themselves a mask of 
respectability by using the bible, by using the 
Old Testament to justify their claims, but here 
today, Paul is going to point out they they 
haven’t read the law properly - in this case Paul 
is using the Law to mean the first five books of 
the old testament 

Have a look from chapter 4 verse 21  
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Galatians 4 verse 21 

READ 4.21-23 

Notice the set up here, we have a slave woman 
and a free women 

The children of the slave women are born as 
slaves, the children of the free women are born 
according to a divine promise 

PAUSE 

Paul here recalls the events surrounding 
Genesis chapter 16  

Abraham and Sarah had been visited by God’s 
messengers and promised a son. Abraham was 
100 years old and Sarah 90 
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Well beyond child bearing age and Sarah laughs 
thinking that God is pulling their legs  

So Sarah convinces Abraham to have a child 
through her slave woman, Hagar 

They try through Human actions to fulfil the 
purposes of God  

And thats why circumcision was then used as a 
sign, to remind God’s people that doing things 
your own way isn’t a good idea  

Here in Galatians, the false teachers have taken 
this sign and made it a condition for salvation, a 
marker of being the true people of God  

BUT as Paul says, this makes you a slave, it 
shows that you’re a child of Hagar the slave 
woman, a slave to human action  
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BUT as Paul goes on to remind the Galatians, 
the children of Sarah, are children of God’s 
promise. If you kept reading Genesis, 
eventually Isaac is born 

Isaac of course means laughter, a daily 
reminder to Sarah of God’s grace. She laughed 
that God could do anything with her dead 
womb, but God is a God who keeps his 
promises  

And then Paul quotes Isaiah to back up his 
point  

Have a look from Galatians 4.27  

Galatians 4 verse 27  

READ Galatians 4.27 

This a quote from Isaiah chapter 54 
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Isaiah 53.6 is a famous verse, “We all like sheep 
have gone astray… baa baa doo baa baa  

But God has laid on Jesus the iniquity of us all  

And then Isaiah 54 continues to lay on the 
blessings of following God’s king  

Barren women can sing, God will be a loving 
husband to his people, God will forgive and 
restore his people  

And all this is talked about in the law and the 
prophets  

Paul is saying to the Galatians, slow down, you 
guys already had the truth, the false teachers 
are claiming that they know the law, but they 
haven’t even read it properly  
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Which is of course exactly what God said would 
happen through Isaiah the prophet  

And so Paul concludes in verse 31  

Galatians 4 verse 31 

READ Galatians 4.31 

If you follow Jesus  

You’re not a slave to human will and decisions, 
you’re a child of God’s promise  

And that’s got to be better doesn’t it?  

I mean if God is God, and God makes a promise, 
I’d want to be a child of that promise. 

PAUSE 
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Paul is saying you’d be crazy to go back to the 
law, that’s slavery, stick with Jesus, that means 
you’re free you’ve got the benefits of God’s 
promises  

And notice how gracious God is, Sarah laughed, 
she didn’t think God could do it  

God fulfils his promises even with rebellious 
people, and that’s good news for us  

PAUSE 

We’ll think more at the end about what it might 
look like in the day to day of our lives to go 
back to slavery,  

But for now think of the big picture  

If you follow Jesus, rejoice, you’re a child of 
God’s promise  
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You can sing like the barren woman in verse 27, 
God has provided blessing  

If you’re here and you don’t follow Jesus, or 
not really sure, the apostle Paul doesn’t pull 
any punches here, you’re a slave. Your human 
decisions to do things you’re own way makes 
you a slave  

But Jesus can set you free 

And its this that Paul turns to now  

Slide 6 - point 2 slide  

So, we’re at point 2 on your outline now  

2. Freedom  
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Here in chapter 5 Paul speaks emphatically, you 
can almost hear his frustration at the Galatians 
actions and his pain that they’ve abandoned 
Jesus  

Have a look at the start of chapter 5  

Remember the context, those who follow 
Jesus are children of God’s promise, we’re not 
children of slavery  

Chapter 5 from verse 1  

READ 5.1-4 

Christ has set us free from sin and slavery, he’s 
given us a perfect freedom, so Paul implores 
the Galatians to stand firm and not be moved 
from that truth  

PAUSE 
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So what is this freedom that Paul speaks of? He 
doesn’t really define if for us here 

Let’s flick back for a moment to remind 
ourselves what we saw last year 

Have a look back to Galatians 3 verse 7  

Galatians 3 verse 7  

READ 3.7-10 

Here Paul is saying that if you have faith, if you 
trust the promises of God, you’ll be blessed, 
you’ll be free  

And if you trust ‘works of the law’ if you trust in 
your own human effort and goodness, then 
you’ll be cursed, you’ll be a slave  
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The freedom Paul speaks of, is freedom from 
the curse, the consequences of rejecting God.  

The law was only ever a signpost to the 
ultimate sacrifice of Jesus, the false teachers in 
Galatians are stopping at the sign  

Freedom is carrying on to the destination, to a 
full experience of God’s blessings 

The blessing of our good and great and holy 
God, the blessings, the freedom that comes 
because Jesus took the curse of our sin on to 
himself and destroyed it on the cross  

PAUSE 

These are not minor side issues, going back to 
the law isn’t a matter of preference  

Its holding Jesus up to contempt  
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You can see in verse 3 that if you abandon 
christ - the one who graciously stands in our 
place  

Then the only way you can possibly be saved is 
to perfectly obey God’s law, which isn’t 
possible for an ordinary human  

Obeying the law is slavery, there’s real freedom 
in Christ  

PAUSE 

And like Paul quoting Isaiah in our first section, 
Paul now points out the blessing that comes 
with following Jesus  

Have a look at verse 5 

READ 5.5 
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Paul is saying that circumcision and law keeping 
aren’t going to make you righteous, if you 
follow Jesus you’re already right with God,  

A full and complete righteousness is waiting for 
us in the new creation, we can truly go on to 
the destination for those who trust in Jesus 

We’re totally right with God in his sight because 
of Jesus, and so we eagerly wait for that here 
and now, and God has given us his spirit as a 
guarantee 

And so now, Paul makes his conclusion with 
some application  

Have a look at verse 6 

Galatians 5 verse 6  

READ verse 6-7 
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Can you see Paul’s argument here? He uses 
circumcision as a stand in for all ways of trying 
to save yourself outside of Jesus  

So Paul is saying 

• In Jesus, there is no other way to be saved   
• The only thing that counts is FAITH, 

demonstrated by love  

And then he asks the Galatians to consider who 
stopped them from obeying this truth 

And then if we kept reading to verse 12 we can 
see that Paul is so frustrated by the false 
teachers that he wishes they would go the 
whole hog and do a little bit more than just 
circumcision 

PAUSE 
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Ok, so, Let’s take a step back and look over the 
big picture again before we drill down into 
some application. 

Paul has described the world in two camps  

You’re either a slave - represented by Hagar - 
evidence of Humans deciding to do things for 
themselves, representing humans not trusting 
in God  

Or you’re a child of the promise, saved by God’s 
grace, given perfect freedom from slavery, a 
solid hope for the future, real freedom  

There’s only these two ways to live  

If you’ve not accepted Jesus, if you’ve not 
starting to trust in Jesus as the only way to be 
saved, today might be the day to something 
about that 
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I’d love to talk to you about what might be 
holding you back.  

PAUSE 

Slide 7 - point 3 slide 

So, Let’s have a look at some of what this 
might mean for us  

We’re at point three on your outlines  

3. Obey the truth  

The idea for this point comes from chapter 5 
verse 7 

The Galatians were running a good race, but 
someone has cut in and is stopping them from 
obeying the truth  
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Stopping them from living out their freedom in 
Jesus, making them slaves again  

So what might this mean for us?  

I’m going to assume that circumcision as a 
means of salvation isn’t a secret sin of many of 
you 

Slide 7 - subpoint 

So firstly, we should be wary of not being 
burdened by slavery again  

Have a look again at chapter 5 verse 1  

READ 5.1 

Any sentence in the christian life that begins 
with YOU MUST and doesn’t end with TRUST 
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IN JESUS TO BE SAVED is something to be wary 
of:  

• You must speak in spiritual languages  
• You must be a part of this church  
• You must wear this type of clothing  
• You must raise your kids in this way  

Anything like this, burdens you and others with 
slavery,  

Of course we MUST be godly, we MUST obey 
Jesus, but our obedience or actions aren’t 
going to save us.  

As verse 6 says, the only thing that counts is 
faith expressing itself in love - we’ll talk more 
on that in a minute  

The MUST’s I’ve mentioned here are fairly 
obvious, you should be able to catch them,  
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or if they creep into your thinking, should be 
fairly easy to spot  

There’s also some potentially more subtle areas 
that we might burden ourselves  

And the subtly can come in two ways, one, it 
might be that you start to think you’ve made it 
in the Christian life, that you’ve reached peak 
maturity  

• So, If the big sin in your life is sexual, an 
addiction to porn say, or some other big 
thing, like an anger problem, something big 
and obvious 

When, by God’s grace you get on top of that, 
through the ordinary means of christian 
accountability and prayer and a growth in self 
control  
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You could start to think that you’ve made it, 
that you’re mature now and so instead of 
trusting in Jesus, you start to subtly trust in 
your success in beating a particular big sin  

Which means that you’re growth is then 
stagnated and you run the risk of christ being 
of no value to you 

Or the second subtly way we might become 
burdened is when good godly practices and 
disciplines become ends in themselves  

So, absolutely read the bible everyday, 
absolutely pray, absolutely put roadblocks up 
to protect you from particular temptations  

Even share these with your fellow believers for 
their edification and encouragement  

Page  of 27 36



But don’t fall into the trap of thinking that 
these things will make you righteous, and don’t 
look down on others as less than godly because 
they don’t do the same things  

And of course we always need to remember 
that our failures don’t change God’s promise, 
Sarah laughed and thought God wasn’t 
powerful enough to give her a baby, but God 
still used her 

It’s for freedom that Christ has set you free, 
don’t let yourselves be burdened by a yoke of 
slavery  

PAUSE 

Slide 9 - subpoint 

So, don’t be burdened and 
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Secondly, watch your obedience  

In verse 10 Paul says that the false teachers 
have thrown the Galatians into confusion  

The clarity of the gospel that he taught them 
has been muddied  

Paul taught them to TRUST IN JESUS  

The false teachers are saying yeah, Jesus is cool 
BUT YOU NEED TO  

And in this case they’re using the bible, its not 
as if they couldn’t pull out the law and show 
people how important law keeping is to God’s 
people  

So they key here is to ask ourselves the WHY 
question 
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Why am I acting in this way? Why is my 
obedience looking like this particular thing? 

Is it to honour and obey Jesus, to praise him for 
what he’s done?  

Or have you started to give in and please 
people  

Have a look at verse 11  

Here Paul dips back into defending himself as 
an apostle and defending his ministry, we saw a 
couple of weeks ago that the false teachers are 
trying to seperate the people from Paul  

And so Paul asks an obvious question  

Galatians 5 verse 11  

READ 5.11 
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Paul is saying that if I was preaching a false 
gospel, no one would be opposing me  

Persecution, even in the mild form of a cold 
shoulder or being treated as strange for 
following Jesus can tempt us into compromise  

Following Jesus is always going to look a bit 
weird in the eyes of the world, sometimes it 
might attract the attention of intense enemies 
like the apostle Paul here  

So ask yourself why? Am I serving Jesus with 
my actions, or have I wandered into something 
else? Have I taken the edge off my obedience 
so I don’t stand out too much?  

PAUSE 

Slide 10 - subpoint 
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And then finally love sacrificially  

At the end of verse 6 the apostle Paul reminds 
us that  

“The only thing that matters is faith expressing 
itself through love” 

There’s no other way to be saved but by faith 
and the evidence of this faith is love  

And of course the greatest example we have of 
love is Jesus, who layed down his life instead of 
us, so that we can be saved  

We’re children of the promise, we’re perfectly 
free, so love sacrificially 

• Be quick to apologise  
• Be quick to forgive  
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• Look for ways to serve  
• Be willing to be a bit tired for the sake of 

others  
• Be generous with your money, your homes 

and your time  
• Actively encourage fellow followers  
• Put others needs before your own  

Eagerly await by faith the righteousness for 
which we hope 

And live now like we will then 

PAUSE 

Slide 11 - conclusion 

In 1990 the soup dragons sung of freedom, 
freedom to do what they wanted any old time 
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The most famous version of the song featured 
a Jamaican singer, junior read, he’s not in this 
picture  

Reid came in with a fast paced Jamaican 
accented Rap, very cool in the 90’s  

Reid sung this 

These are the words me hear from my 
grandaddy 

I’ll spare you from trying to do a proper 
Jamaican accent  

The song continues  

He would say nothing in this world like when a 
man know he free 

Free from the lock up, me say 
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Free from the debt  
Free like a butterfly 

Free like a bee 

I’m not sure about you, but this doesn’t seem 
like real freedom?  

Free from the lockup? So we can commit 
whatever crime we like?  

Free from the debt? So I don’t have to buy 
anything I can just take it?  

But in Christ, we’re children of God’s promise, 
we’ve been set free from slavery, we have a 
righteousness that we will get with a rock solid 
hope  

Jesus has taken the curse of our sin and taken it 
away on the cross,  

Page  of 35 36



he’s got complete, fully realised righteousness 
waiting for us, we are free to obey Jesus now in 
rock solid hope. 

All built on Jesus who lived and died and rose 
for us 

That’s real freedom, serving Jesus  

PAUSE 

Let’s pray  
Father thank you, we’re so happy we’re free, 
you are so good to us. Please father, keep 
moulding and changing us, so that we would 
be like you 
In Jesus name  
Amen  
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