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#why? 
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Sometimes we ask the 

question #why? Not because 

we’re inquisitive… Not 

because we want to 

understand… 

It’s more of an accusation… a 

conclusion… more of a 

blocker… a barrier… 

Sometimes it’s just an excuse 

for a rant, right? 

Like … why did covid-19 take 

place in 2020, for goodness 

sake?!? 

I don’t want you to explain 

why… I’m just having a rant… 

why now?  You see this is the 

year I turn 50.  The only year I 

ever turn 50 and I’m in lock-

down! 

You might find it hard to 

believe because I look so 

much younger than 50!! 

You probably find it hard to 

believe because I act so much 

younger than 50!! 

But it’s true.  I’m turning 50 

and people have asked what I 

might do to celebrate my 

birthday… do? 

I even made the proud boast 

that I’m not having a 50th 

birthday I’m having a 50th 

year!!  I’m celebrating all year!! 

What am I going to do?  Well 

COVID-19 means not much 

apparently! 

Hash tag - #why? 

That’s one way to ask the 

question why?   please don’t 

explain!  It’s just a rant…  

the other way to ask the 

question ‘why’ is, of course, to 

seek understanding. 

It’s genuine, inquisitive, 

reasoning to gain 

understanding and even 

maybe change how we live. 

knowing why better equips us 

for life. 

And so it’s to the reasonable 

question of ‘why’ that I want 

to turn this morning. 

It’s Good Friday and so the 

obvious ‘why’ question is: 

‘Why does Jesus die?’ 
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That’s our question.  And my 

hope is you’re open to hear 

and weigh up the answers. 

the question is why? ‘Why 

does Jesus die?’ 

And we’re going to look 

together at a part of Luke’s 

gospel to find some answers. 

We’re in Luke chapter 23 and 

we begin with 
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1. the prayer of the son 

(v32-34) 

that’s the first focus point: 

the prayer of the son   

Luke describes important 

details of the crucifixion of 

Jesus that he thoroughly 

researches… and we that 

Jesus is executed between 

two criminals.  Have a look 

verse 32… Luke chapter 23 

and verse 32: 
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Two other men, both criminals, 

were also led out with him to 

be executed.  When they came 

to the place called the Skull, 

they crucified him there, along 

with the criminals—one on his 

right, the other on his left. 

Jesus hangs dying between 

two criminals.    

I can’t imagine the pain.  I 

can’t imagine the anguish. 

Roman crucifixion is 

unbelievably inhumane… 

torture and shame. 

And it’s against this dark 

horror that the light of Jesus 

shines brightest as almost 

unbelievably, Jesus prays.   

It’s the prayer of the Son to his 

Father.  Have a look verse 34: 
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Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know 

what they are doing.” 

They’re amazing words, aren’t 

they? 

“Father, forgive them, for they 

do not know what they are 

doing.” 

I wonder if anyone’s ever 

shamed you?   

Have you felt the sting of 

hurtful words? 
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If a friend carelessly 

assassinates our character… 

that offense cuts deep … and 

our instinct… our natural 

response is not - 

“Father, forgive them, … is it? 

Jesus in his moment of 

humiliation and shame and 

agony … he’s not angry and 

vindictive… he’s not self-

centred, is he? 

Jesus is completely other-

person-centred. 

Jesus is high and lifted-up and 

dying on a cross.  This is the 

Father’s son.  And with his last 

dying breaths he thinks of 

others more than himself. 

Jesus thinks of others more 

than himself. 

Why does Jesus die? 

In a word, love! 

Jesus loves his Father by 

obeying even to the point of 

dying on a cross. 

And Jesus always does and 

wants what’s best for his 

people too. 

Not even the torment and 

suffering and anguish of 

Roman crucifixion stops his 

love. 

In the prayer of the son we 

see the Son who is love. 

He’s always wanting and 

doing what’s best for others.  

Other-person-centred… 

unconditional love. 

And as we see the heart of the 

Son… we see the heart of the 

Father… we see the heart of 

God. 

The God who is love 

The God who forgives 

It’s hard to imagine a bigger 

blunder than crucifying God’s 

Son, right? 

Jesus prays so that his Father 

might forgive them.  

According to Jesus crucifying 

the son is a massive mistake 

that can be forgiven. 

But for us today there is a 

bigger blunder to make.  It’s 

the unforgivable sin. 

It’s the mortal mistake, the 

deadly sin of not recognising 

the son. 
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God is love and he loved the 

world in this way.  He gave his 

only son so that everyone who 

believes in him will not perish 

but have eternal life. 

Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned.  But whoever 

does not believe stands 

condemned already, because 

he has not believed in the 

name of God’s one and only 

son. 

That’s the basis by which God 

can forgive sinners.  ‘Father 

forgive them’ is the prayer of 

the son. 

Jesus is God’s son which 

means he’s the king of God’s 

kingdom.  And it’s to the idea 

of God’s king that Luke moves 

next. 

Jesus is no normal king… 

Jesus is 
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2. not a self-serving, self-

saving king (v35-39) 

That’s our second focus point: 

Jesus is not a self-serving, 

self-saving king 

Luke gives very specific details 

that he gains from 

eyewitnesses to the 

crucifixion.  For example, in 

verse 34, he notes, ‘they 

divided up his clothes by 

casting lots.’ 

It’s an important detail that 

fulfills an ancient prophecy 

about the Messiah...  Many, 

ancient messiah prophecies 

are fulfilled in the hours and 

minutes surrounding the 

death of Jesus.  It seems he is 

the messiah.  But that’s hard 

to believe when he dies.   

The expectation of the 

messiah is more of a powerful 

warrior king.  In the face of  

defeat and death he’s 

expected to powerfully save 

himself, proving he’s the 

messiah… 

This kind of messiah might 

hang on a cross but he won’t 

die on a cross… he’d come 

down from the cross …  

obliterate the Romans… and 

save the Jews. 

That’s why the Jewish rulers 

sneer and the Roman soldiers 
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mock.  Let’s keep reading, 

verse 35: 
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The people stood watching, 

and the rulers even sneered at 

him. They said, “He saved 

others; let him save himself if 

he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen 

One.” 

The soldiers also came up and 
mocked him. They offered him 
wine vinegar and said, “If you 
are the king of the Jews, save 
yourself.” 

They don’t think Jesus is the 

messiah.   

They’re sneering and mocking 

a dying man.  It’s totally 

disgusting and evil. 

And yet very tempting for 

Jesus if he were a normal self-

serving and self-saving king. 

In my dark heart I’d love to see 

him come down and wipe the 

smug smile from their faces, 

right? 

But Jesus is not that kind of 

king.  Make no mistake Jesus 

is God’s king and Luke simply 

lets the written notice above 

the head of Jesus silence the 

sneering mockers.  Have a 

look, verse 38: 
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There was a written notice 

above him, which read: THIS IS 

THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

Jesus dies because he’s not a 

self-serving, self-saving king. 

He willingly suffers and dies. 

But does that mean he can’t 

save his people? 

One of the criminals hanging 

next to Jesus… he joins in by 

hurling insults at Jesus…  he’s 

not a believer but his question 

makes sense, right? verse 39: 
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“Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 

yourself and us!” 

That’s how we think right? 

A saviour must first be safe! 

That’s the first rule of first-aid. 

When oxygen masks drop on a 

plane the instruction is always 

‘safe yourself before you can 

save others’ 
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So it’s natural ‘Jesus save 

yourself so you can save 

others.’ 

But that’s not how it works for 

Jesus.   

In fact the opposite is true. 

Because he’s an others-

serving, others-saving king he 

can’t save himself. 

If Jesus saves himself, he’ll 

never save his people.   

Jesus knows he’s a sacrifice on 

behalf of his people. 

Jesus must die in order to 

save. 

He personifies the saying: 

Greater love has no one than 

this: that he lay down his life 

for his friends. 

Jesus is not a self-serving, self-

saving King. 

Jesus dies the death that 

others deserve.  

And we see this next as Luke 

fills in the most intimate and 

beautiful portrait of the 

second criminal who fears God 

and recognises 
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3. the king whose death is 

not deserved (v40) 

that’s the third focus point: 

Jesus is the king whose death 
is not deserved 

We know from the lips of this 
criminal that Jesus is not like 
him. 

Jesus is innocent but dies the 
death a criminal deserves, 
have a look verse 40: 
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But the other criminal rebuked 
him. “Don’t you fear God,” he 
said, “since you are under the 
same sentence?  We are 
punished justly, for we are 
getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 

The criminal by his own 

admission deserves death. 

But Jesus did nothing wrong. 

Jesus is innocent. 

Jesus is the king whose death 

is not deserved. 

So why did Jesus die? 

Jesus dies like a sacrificial 

lamb.  Pure.  Innocent. 
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The death of Jesus is a 

substitute death. 

Jesus dies… the innocent for 

the guilty. 

the Apostle Paul, reflecting on 

the death of Jesus, writes: 
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God made him who had no sin 

to be sin for us, so that in him 

we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

Jesus himself was innocent of 

sin.  He had no sin. 

But Jesus died to pay the 

penalty for sin.  He became sin 

for us. 

The sin debt is paid by Jesus so 

that anyone who is in Jesus 

has their debt covered by the 

death of Jesus. 

It’s a bit like if you decide to 

go bushwalking in Victoria and 

the COVID police catch you. 

And they fine you for breaking 

the public health orders. 

But I hear about it and pay 

your fine for you. 

You’re guilty but I pay the 

penalty.   

Now if the courts come to you 

and say here’s the record of 

you bushwalking how do you 

plead? 

You’d say I’m guilty I broke the 

public health order. 

And then they’ll say well 

because you’re guilty here’s 

your fine, pay up. 

But you’d say that fine no 

longer has any claim on me.  

As you can see my friend 

David has made payment and I 

am free from that debt. 

Just be clear that’s an 

illustration not an offer! 

I’m illustrating that when 

someone else pays your debt 

you are free form that debt 

forever. 

Jesus dies to pay the sin debt 

we all have with God because 

we don’t always love him and 

others as we should. 

Jesus pays the price for the 

forgiveness of sins by 

shedding his blood on the 

cross. 

we are guilty because of what 

we do … but God the Judge 
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sees only a debt notice that 

says paid in full by Jesus. 

And in this again we see that 

God is love. 

Paul writes in another place: 
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But God demonstrates his own 

love for us in this: While we 

were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. 

Jesus is the king whose death 

is not deserved, but in his 

willing loving death, Jesus 

saves his people. 

[pause] 

Today is Good Friday and the 

day Jesus died.  And the 

question Why did Jesus die? 

continues to linger in the air 

for a few days, because in the 

end what good is a dead king, 

right? 

Boris Johnson the, British 

Prime Minister, has made 

plans for saving Britain but if 

he doesn’t come out of ICU… 

well Boris ain’t going to save 

anyone, is he? 

If Jesus is God’s king who dies, 

how can he save me now? 

God promises that the 

Messiah’s kingdom will never 

end. 

How can that be true if the 

Messiah is dead? 

Well we get a hint from Luke 

as we wrap up this section.  

Because Luke tells us that 
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4. the prayer of the son is 

answered (v42-43) 

that’s our last focus point 

today 

The prayer of the son is 

answered 

Luke paints in the final details 

of the portrait the criminal, 

the king and the cross.  Have a 

look verse 42: 
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Then (the criminal) said, 
“Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.” 

Jesus answered him, “Truly I 
tell you, today you will be with 
me in paradise.” 

What a sublime moment in 

time!  Hear the angels 

rejoicing in heaven!! 
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the prayer of the son was… 

‘Father forgive them…’ and 

now a forgiven sinner is 

promised paradise. 

And, of course here, we get 

the hint of why Easter is a long 

weekend! Right? 

Jesus dies on Good Friday.  But 

he rises back to life on Easter 

Sunday. 

The king who dies the death 

he doesn’t deserve… is rightly 

resurrected to life… to reign 

and rule his forever kingdom 

that in a word is – paradise! 

But you’ll have to come back 

on Sunday to hear more about 

that.  For now let’s just linger 

at the foot of the cross of the 

criminal and the king. 

I’m reminded by this moment 

that in Luke’s gospel Jesus is 

known as ‘the friend of 

sinners’. 

Throughout his life Jesus 

breaks cultural norms… Jesus 

doesn’t care for pomp and 

prestige… Jesus goes to great 

lengths to find lost and lonely 

people… he stoops and lifts 

the children… he lovingly 

values and esteems women… 

he touches the infectious and 

unclean… Jesus releases 

those oppressed by evil…  

Jesus is at odds with 

pompous, proud, hypocritical, 

sneering, mocking, religious 

men… 

But even as he dies… to this 

criminal… a self-confessed 

sinner… Jesus is the friend of 

sinners… today you will be 

with me in paradise. 

Does the criminal deserve 

paradise?  No, of course not 

he’s among the most 

undeserving. 

What can he do to deserve 

paradise?  How can he make 

good, hanging on a cross, just 

hours before death?   

He’s helpless and hopeless 

isn’t he? 

Obviously, he can’t do 

anything to make good except 

die. The wages of sin is death. 

He can’t do anything except 

die for his sins.  And that’s the 

point, right? 
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Nobody can make good.  No-

one makes the grade.  Nothing 

that we do can swing the 

scales in our favour.   It 

doesn’t work like that. 

Sin and good are not quantity 

measures that can be 

balanced out! 

Sin and good are more like 

quality measures. 

And good must be pure to be 

good enough with God.  But 

any sin makes our good 

impure. 

Sin is a stain and once it’s 

there no amount of good we 

do can wash it away. 

Nothing can wash away the 

stain of sin. 

Nothing but the blood of 

Jesus. 

It’s only because Jesus dies 

that sinners have any hope. 

The promise of paradise is real 

only on account of what Jesus 

has done. 

And Jesus promises to admit 

into his forever kingdom… 

everyone who is like the 

second criminal. 

This self-confessed sinner. 

This self-confessed sinner who 

fears God. 

This self-confessed sinner who 

fears God and recognises that 

Jesus is innocent, but he dies 

the death that all sinners 

deserve. 

This criminal recognises that 

Jesus is God’s king over an 

everlasting kingdom and so he 

prays “Jesus, remember me 

when you come into your 

kingdom.” 

Why does Jesus die? 

Jesus dies to defeat death and 

to offer paradise to everyone 

who is like the criminal beside 

him. 

Remember there’s two 

criminals.  Both face imminent 

death.  Both need to be saved! 

The first makes a self-centred 

plea for salvation.  There’s no 

recognition of who Jesus is.  

There’s no humility.  There’s 

no remorse and repentance. 

He’s not saved.  Jesus is not a 

saviour for hire on his terms 

just to get him out of a jam.   
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But at the same time when 

times are tough Jesus is right 

beside us, just like for the 

second criminal. 

Those criminals face the same 

terrible circumstances but 

with very different postures, 

don’t they? 

Like that criminal on a cross it 

could be that in the worst of 

times you see clearly and look 

up to Jesus, and see him as he 

really is: 

the son,  

the king of an everlasting 

kingdom,  

the friend of sinners 

So let me ask you this 

morning… this Good Friday 

morning: 

Are you a self-confessed 

sinner? 

Do you fear God? 

Do you recognise that Jesus 

was innocent but died the 

death that you deserve? 

Will you bow to Jesus as God’s 

King who rises from the dead 

and reigns forever in paradise? 

[pause] 
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Friends, sometimes we ask 

#why? and really that’s just an 

angry way of not wanting to 

understand. 

We think you’ve worked 

there’s no good reason.  Why? 

is just a rant… a chance to 

sneer… an opportunity to 

mock. 

Can I encourage you today to 

ask ‘why?’ in such a way that 

you really want to understand? 

Why does Jesus die? 

Jesus dies because he’s not a 

self-serving, self-saving King 

Jesus dies as a substitute, the 

king whose death is not 

deserved 

Jesus dies because he rises as 

king of a forever kingdom 

Jesus dies so that God can 

forgive sinners like you and 

me 

Friends, that’s what Makes 

Good Friday GOOD! 

Let’s pray  

 


