
#1 Doesn’t discussing religion just divide 
people and cause problems? 
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Thurgoona’s Tough 
Questions for God 
Mar 18 
Doesn’t discussing religion just divide 
people and cause problems? 
Mar 25  
Hasn’t science disproved Christianity? 
Apr 1  
If there is a God, why does he allow 
suffering? 
Apr 8  
Can we really trust the Bible? 
Apr 15  
I’m a decent person - won’t I be fine?

#1 Doesn’t discussing religion just divide 
people and cause problems? 

1. Engaging 2. Responding

Apologise 
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‘In my view, the main problem to 
be addressed is the manner in 
which religious beliefs are handled 
by those who profess them - and 
by those who don’t. There are 
etiquettes appropriate to all 
conversations and interactions.’ 

(Tom Frame)
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2. Responding

Apologise 

Question 

Talk

3. Listening

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect 
(1 Peter 3:15)

3. Listening

Gentleness and respect 

1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come 
from your desires that battle within you?  2 You desire but do not 
have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so 
you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask 
God.  3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 
pleasures.  
(James 4:1-3)
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Jesus resolves conflict 

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one 
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by 
setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and 
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new 
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body 
to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he 
put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to 
you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 
For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
(Ephesians 2:14-18)
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Jesus is worth it 

66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
followed him. 67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus 
asked the Twelve. 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come 
to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
(John 6:66-69)
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Jesus divides

Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did 
not come to bring peace, but a sword.   
(Matthew 10:34)
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