
A few years ago I worked as a clown - kids parties, handing out balloons in shopping centres, that sort of thing. 

Here's the evidence: It's how I met Lisa actually, no, not really... 

One of the basic skills that all clowns need to have, up there with being able to apply your own clown makeup and 

being able to make balloon animals, is juggling! And so in a very basic kind of way, I can juggle. Basically  this means I 

can juggle 3 small apples well enough to keep my four daughters entertained around the breakfast bar.  A little while 

ago, Tally came up to me and said “Daddy, I’m learning how to juggle!” and proceeded to throw a small juggling ball 

into the air, and watch it drop on the ground in front of her.  

I tell this story because it was actually a special moment of realisation for me. Not the juggling bit specifically, but the 

idea that my children are growing to be like me. We normally call this kind of thing developing 'family traits, or a 

family likeness'.  

And we see it within families in lots of different ways, from similar ways of speaking, to the way we look, and the 

deeper stuff too like our beliefs and values. Have you ever had somebody say to you “you are just like your father”, 

or “the way you have your hair today reminds of your mother when she was your age”. I bet you have, we all have. 

We all exhibit some kind of family likeness.  

In what ways do you show your family likeness? 

Friends, today we will be exploring the idea of what it looks like to live the Christian life. As all of us who trust in 

Jesus are part of God's family, so to live the Christian life is to live as a child of God, and so it should be that we 

exhibit a family likeness. So the question before us today is, are you showing your family likeness? How do you grow 

in your family likeness? Can others see in you your family likeness? 

I hope and pray that God's words to us today might be a message of encouragement, inspiration and even liberation; 

as we come to understand better God's amazing work in us to develop our family likeness. 

So we are looking today at the 3rd chapter of 2 Corinthians. 2 Corinthians is a pastoral letter from the Apostle Paul to 

the church he founded in Corinth. We are jumping in mid stream a little bit. Please keep your bibles open at 2 

Corinthians, and we will be focusing mostly on the last part of Ch 3. 

We'll start by considering: 

WHAT WE WERE 

 Look with me at v13. 

"We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face".  

So back in Exodus 34 we read that Moses had been with the Lord for 40 days and 40 nights on Mt Sinai receiving 

directly from God the 10 commandments. From verse 29, on the screen: 

* "When Moses came down from Mount Sinai  with the two tablets of the covenant law in his 

hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant  because he had spoken with the LORD.  

When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to 

come near him."  

So after speaking with God on a mountain, Moses comes back down to speak to the Israelites and basically freaks 

everybody out. And so, he puts on a veil on his face. His practice appeared to be that he would take the veil off when 

he entered the Lord's presence, then he would come out and pass the messages from God on to the Israelites, and 

then put the veil back on his face until his spoke to the Lord again. 



I think the Israelites recognised that the radiance was an expression, or manifestation of God and his glory. And so in 

looking at Moses, the Israelites were looking indirectly at a Holy, awesome, powerful God, and so they were scared. 

In addition to this, in 2 Corinthians 3 it says that Moses put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from seeing the 

fading of the glory. See it there in verse 7: 

* "the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory,  transitory 

though it was" 

And then again in verse 13: 

* "We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face  to prevent the Israelites from 

seeing the end of what was passing away". 

It appears that over time, the radiance would fade. And so perhaps, rather than risk the Israelites seeing the fading 

glory and in some way be discouraged, or perhaps be tempted to doubt God's presence, Moses would put a veil on 

to keep the Israelites in the dark, so to speak. But the point that Paul is making here is that it is right and proper for 

the glory that came with the old covenant to pass away. The old covenant with it's demands of obedience to laws 

and regulations, and dependence on human mediators like Moses, came with glory that literally faded before their 

eyes. It was not lasting.  

In verse 14 we read that those still living by the old covenant are still veiled, dull, in the dark, blind to the greater 

glory of the new covenant. Notice the shifting meaning of being veiled. Paul is using the idea of being veiled as a 

illustration, or an example in picture form of ALL those who are not part of the new covenant.  Those who still live by 

the laws of Moses have veiled hearts. Look ahead with me to the next chapter, Ch 4:3. See there that it says: 

* “Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.   The god of this age 

has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that 

displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  

So ALL those who fail to see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, are veiled, blind, dull, in the dark. 

Now get this - the God of this age has blinded the minds of ALL unbelievers - we should make no distinction between 

those who live recklessly in open rebellion to God, and those who are well-intentioned good-living religious folk. In 

fact, there is a danger here for all of us, to check that our hearts are not veiled to God. How tragic would it be, if 

there were even some amongst us good religious folk who were:  

"blind to the light of the gospel that displays the dazzling and permanent glory of Christ". 

Veiled and blind. That is what we were. We now come to: 

* WHAT WE ARE 

We are not blind. We are not veiled. Back in Chapter 3 now: 

Verse 13: We are not like Moses who would put a veil over his face.  

Verse 14: "only in Christ it (the veil) is taken away". And just to reinforce the point, in verse 16 we get the simple veil 

removal procedure. See it there: 

* v16 “Whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away”.  

That is, turn to Christ to be unveiled. In Jesus Christ, we see God - we see reality for what it is, we are no longer in 

the dark. 



Let's unpack this a little further. 'Whenever anyone turns to the Lord'. The phrase used here 'turns to the Lord’ is 

actually the word repentance. So it is not “whenever anyone adds the Lord to their life”. It is not when anyone 

reaches a level of goodness in their own merits that the Lord turns to them. It is not adjusting your life a little by 

veering to the left. It's an about turn. It's a change in direction, it's a change in driver, and it's a change in 

destination. "Whenever anyone repents", "whenever anyone gives up on themselves and relies on the Lord", 

whenever anyone calls out "have mercy on me, a sinner, I need you Jesus" - that's when the veil is taken away. 

And we are free. See verse v17.  

* “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom ".   

And so what we were is veiled and blind. And what we are now is Free. In turning to the Lord, we have freedom. 

Freedom... in what way? We had some good answers to this question in our growth group during the week - 

Freedom from trying to live up to the impossible standard of the old covenant. We are freed from trying to be good 

enough by ourselves. We are free from the God of this age that has blinded our minds, and we are free to behold the 

Lord.  

This is brings us to the heart of the passage. Verse 18. Please look there with me now: 

* v18 “And we, who with unveiled faces all contemplate/reflect the Lord’s glory”  

You might see the extra word there I said. We'll come to that. 

Firstly, note - who does this verse apply to? Who is being included in what follows here? Do you see it? “We ... all” 

So, what is being described here in this verse applies to all believers. It is something universal for all who trust in 

Jesus. So, let's pay attention.  

Recall Moses coming down from Mt Sinai with his radiant face? Paul is using this same idea here to contrast with us. 

Moses veiled his radiant face. We are not like Moses, we are to reflect the Lord's glory to all.  

Contemplate/reflect. The word used here can be read either way, and I actually like to use both words, because they 

actually help explain the meaning together. It is a two-way dynamic:  as we contemplate the Lord, we are at the 

same time reflecting the Lord’s glory to the world around us. The idea here is like that child's game where you stand 

in front of a partner and try to mirror exactly what they do - we are to mirror Christ. 

And so to grow in our family likeness then, we are to contemplate Jesus and reflect Jesus. This is the 'Behold' of the 

Christian life. 

So what does it look like in practice? 

Firstly, to behold the Lord it is to live by faith. 2 Cor 4:18, its on the screen or flip over the page in your bibles:  

* “we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, 

but what is unseen is eternal.”  

* And then a little further on, Ch 5:7 “We walk by faith, not by  sight”.  

To behold the Lord is to daily put our faith, our trust in Him, the one whom we cannot see, but in whom we believe. 

And just because we cannot see Jesus with our eyes, this doesn't mean that living by faith is an inferior thing to living 

by sight. In fact the opposite. Our eyes can deceive us. What we see is temporary. But we live by faith in things that 

are certain and eternal.  

And remember that we have come into God's family by an act of faith, in turning to the Lord. And we continue in 

God's family by that same faith. 'We walk by faith'. We never turn away from the Lord. We live each day of the 

Christian life in the same way we started – by full-heartedly believing in Jesus - in all He is, and all He has done. 



To behold the Lord is an exercise of faith, it is also an exercise of devotion. The author of Hebrews exhorts us to  

* “Fix your eyes upon Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith” . (Hebrews 12:2).  

Fix your eyes. Mirror Him. Focus on Him. Expend your time and energy on Him.  

Our lives are filled with good things. But to grow in our family likeness, we need to spend time devoted to the Best 

thing. This may mean saying 'No' to many good things in order to say 'Yes' to Jesus. You don't have time to do 

everything you want to do today, but make time to behold the Lord. 

Now I love to go camping. We don’t get to go as often as I’d like anymore. But I remember coming home after one 

camping trip as a boy and having my sister laughing at me. I didn’t know why, until I looked in the mirror, which was 

probably the first time I'd looked in a mirror for about 2 days and I saw my dirty, soot covered face. I'd spend the last 

two days sitting around a camp fire, rubbing smoke in my eyes, cleaning my face with my dirty hands. I looked pretty 

dirty. I had left home with a clean face two days earlier. But it didn't take long for the dirt and grime to build up.  

Friends, don't let the same thing happen in your spiritual life. Instead, turn to the Lord, look daily at Jesus as in a 

mirror, reading his word, spending time in prayer, and so grow in your family likeness, ...and 

* BECOME 

Verse 18 continues, see in there in your bibles: 

“We all who with unveiled faces all contemplate/reflect the Lords’ glory... are being transformed into his likeness 

with ever-increasing glory.” 

As we behold the Lord, God is transforming us into the image and likeness of Jesus.  

So what does this look like? Consider how much of who you are today is a result of spending your formative years 

watching, listening, experiencing, and copying what you saw from your parents or other family members. The 

principle here is “what we see, we will certainly show”. (say it again). Apparently it was Bill Cosby who once said, 

“Show me your five closest friends, and I’ll show you your future.”  

And so as we are BEHOLDING Jesus, we should naturally start to show a likeness to him in our lives, organically. It 

happens all the time within our families and our groups of friends, doesn't it?, in both good ways and bad. So much 

greater should this naturally occur when we are daily gazing in love and trust at our Lord and Saviour.  

Of course the reverse is also true – if you find that what is showing in your life does not bear a likeness to Christ, it 

may just be because you are not in fact beholding him as you should. 

But we are not just talking about a natural, organic, human process here. There is a much stronger and more 

deliberate Divine process at work. In fact, look at the verse again and see that the entire transformation process is 

God's work. We aren't transforming ourselves but we are 'being transformed'. It is God's work on our behalf. 

We are not like Moses who was temporarily transfigured with a fading glory, from the outside in. We are  being 

transformed permanently from the inside out as God works in us. I find verse 3 of this chapter really helpful here in 

describing what's going on. Cast your eyes back to verse 3: 

* "you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the 

spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, but on tablets of human hearts".  

We are the product of God's divine spiritual heart surgery. God writes on our hearts by his spirit, and as his Spirit 

works within us we  

* "are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory" 



So the Christian life is a process of God transforming us more and more into better and better expressions of his 

glory, which is our Lord Jesus himself.  

This is the ‘Become’ of the Christian life. 

A couple of things to land on here: 

Firstly, if God is transforming you into the likeness of Jesus, you will stick out a bit in this world, much like Jesus did. 

Being transformed into Jesus' likeness by definition will mean that you cannot be a secret ambassador for Him. It's 

like trying to be a spy in a foreign country with your home countries flag emblazoned as a tattoo on your forehead. I 

need to hear these words as loudly as any of you here today - wherever you are, whoever you are with, whatever 

you are doing - you should be known as a follower of Jesus. I know you might be able to think of exceptions to this 

rule, but please don't tell me about them. I don't need to know that. I need to meditate on the truth that God is at 

working transforming me to be like Jesus and I should not be able to hide that fact. 

Another point, related to this, I wonder - what do people tend to talk to you about? What's your 'thing' that people 

always bring up because they know there's a conversation in it? For me, at the moment, it's beards and running. I 

love to talk to people about beards and running. There is nothing wrong with it at all. I encourage you to talk to me 

about beards and running, and both at the same time if you can. But, for plenty of people, that's pretty much ALL 

they know about me - how ashamed will I be to get to the end of my life and have to give an account to God for the 

workmates who I spent 7 hours of every working day with for 30 years, and the only thing they knew about me other 

than my job was that I was into running.  

Friends, stick out like Jesus, be known for being about Jesus. And friends, even better, be known for being like Jesus.  

And so it follows that if God is transforming you and me into the likeness of Jesus, this means that in fact we should 

expect transformation to occur, yes? We should expect to grow. We should expect to see God's work of 

transformation making a difference in our lives, and in the lives of other followers of Jesus around us. This is still the 

'we... all' bit, this is happening to ALL who trust in Jesus. Just as surely as you are saved, you are being transformed.  

And finally, as God grows us in our family likeness, it is important to remember that there is a end goal here too - a 

purpose to God’s transforming work, and it’s not about God JUST making us better people, although that will in no 

doubt be part of it. But it is about God making us like Jesus. An impossible place to get to in this life, but take a look 

with me at 1 John 3:2. It's on the screen, and it's a bewdy: 

* "we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know 

that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. " 

For now, we live as God's family, growing in our family likeness as God transforms each of us into the likeness of his 

son. Just as we firmly believe in our salvation, we must believe in the process of our transformation, just as firmly as 

we must hold to our future hope of being fully made like Christ, when he see him as he is, face-to-face, and 

incredibly after all these years of living by faith, we can finally live by sight. 

Conclusion 

So... To live the Christian life, we need God to perform his spiritual heart surgery to cause us to turn to the Lord and 

repent, put our trust in Jesus, and not just once but each day, as we live by faith beholding our Lord, letting God 

transform us to become like our Lord.  

And so, simply put, we grow in our family likeness as God works in us to make us more like Jesus. 

Have you been a Christian for many years and starting to wonder if there might be more to being a follower of Jesus 

than what you have been experiencing lately? Do you want more from the Christian life? I think the answer for all of 

us should be 'Yes'. You should want more from being a follower of Jesus, because God is at work in you to transform 



you, to make you like Jesus. I want to encourage you to leave this place confidently believing and expecting that God 

is transforming you, as he is transforming me, to be more like Jesus, until the day that we see him face to face.  

Are you here today curious about the Christian life? Have you seen the faint reflections of Jesus in the lives of those 

around you? Good, but as good as those reflections might be, the real image is much better. You've seen a reflection 

of the glory of God, now look to the source, Jesus Christ, the image of God - explore Jesus for yourself and as you do, 

I pray God may lift the veil from your heart. 

[Behold and become] 

For all of us today, the takeaway message is: turn to the Lord in repentance, be welcomed into the family of God and 

behold Christ, fix your eyes on him and let God transform you into his likeness. Behold and Become. 


